
Idaho’s Top

Judicial Awards 

Go To Bannock County Judges
Sixth District Judge Randy Smith and Magistrate Judge Bryan Murray
are this year’s recipients of the top awards presented annually in
recognition of their contributions to the state judiciary.

Judge Smith was honored with the prestigious George G. Granata, Jr.
Award for Professionalism.  

Judge Smith has served as Sixth District Judge in Pocatello since 1996
and currently also serves as presiding judge of the felony drug court in
the district.

The Granata Award is presented to the trial judge who best exemplifies
the professionalism that Judge Granata demonstrated in more than 20
years of service on the bench.

Judge Murray received the Douglas C. Kramer Award in recognition of
excellence in judicial administration in Idaho.

Judge Murray has been a Magistrate Judge for nine years, assigned to
Juvenile Court, where he has had responsibility for juvenile probation
and detention.

The Kramer Award is presented annually in honor of the career and
contributions of retired Blaine County Judge Douglas C. Kramer.

Legislative News and Updates 
Breaking with tradition at the beginning of the Idaho Legislative
session, Governor Dirk Kempthorne combined his State of the State
and budget address into one presentation which he delivered on
January 12, 2004. 

The Governor’s address in the chambers of the Idaho House of
Representatives was immediately followed by Chief Justice Linda
Copple Trout’s annual State of the Judiciary address.  Summaries 
of the two addresses are available at:
http://www2.state.id.us/gov/mediacenter/press/pr04/prjan04/
Pr_001.htm
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/media104.htm 

The latest Legislative Services Office information on the state budget
and fiscal situation is available at:
http://www.jfac.state.id.us/Publications/PDFs/BudgetWatch/
BW0312.pdf 

The Legislature’s Change in Employee Compensation (CEC) 
Committee met January 8-9:  see agenda at:
http://www.dhr.state.id.us/2005CECPresentation.pdf 

Court Interpreters Certified
Roberto Nevarez and Carla Frazier have successfully completed the
exam process and are now considered certified court interpreters for
the Spanish language.  

Contact information for both interpreters is available on the Roster 
for Certified Court Interpreters for the Spanish Language located 
on the Court’s home page  http://www.isc.idaho.gov
<http://www.isc.idaho.gov/>.

The 2004 written screening exam and orientation workshop will be
open to individuals who speak any language.  The certification exam 
is currently administered for the Spanish language only.  Notice of 
the 2004 workshop and testing schedule will be distributed in 
early March.  

If you have any questions regarding the Court Interpreter Training and
Certification Program, please contact Janica Bisharat at 801-763-7930
or jbisharat@qwest.net. 
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Drug Courts and Family Court Services
At the end of December 2003, Idaho drug courts completed five 
years of providing an important sentencing alternative, an option that
is now available to judges in every judicial district.  More than 250 
defendants have met stringent requirements to graduate from drug
court.  Eleven drug-free babies were born to participants.  Idaho’s first
independent outcome evaluation documented that drug courts were
effective in reducing criminal recidivism.  Drug courts clearly are
making a difference in the lives of our citizens, the safety of our 
communities, and in the pocketbooks of Idaho’s taxpayers.

In 2003, over 48,000 Idahoans benefited from the array of 
coordinated family services now available in all counties.  Family 
Court Service Coordinators provided access to alternative dispute 
resolution, mediation, parent education, effective co-parenting classes,
supervised visitation, or other services responding to unique family
needs.  Idahoans involved in family law cases and other civil matters
received help from Court Assistance Offices, which serve as a one-stop
clearinghouse for access to legal services, and provision of information
on court procedures, forms, and other resources.  Court Assistance
Offices now serve all judicial districts, with offices located in 26
counties.  More limited services are provided by Deputy Court Clerks
in the remaining 18 counties.

The Legislative creation of the dedicated fund last session to maintain
and support drug courts, family court services, and court assistance
services provided a stable financial base and a solid foundation for
future developments and expansion of these important services.

ALR’s and Am Jur 2d are 

Now On Westlaw
On October 1st, the ALR’s (2nd through 5th plus Federal) and Am Jur
2d became available to all court personnel who use Westlaw.  ALR is
the database ID for the ALR’s and AM JUR is the database ID for Am
Jur 2d.  There are also two new features on Westlaw.com: Results Plus
- whenever a case law search is run, the search will also run 
simultaneously in the ALR and AmJur databases. Expanded cite lists -
your search results will be displayed in a cite list that includes your
search terms in the context of that document.  If you need assistance
with any of these new features, please contact Rick Visser at 
208-334-3316 or rvisser@isc.state.id.us. 
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October 10, 1990 through December 31, 2003
Total cases submitted: 360
Cases pending: 5 
Cases completed: 355
Cases settled: 216 (60%)
Cases not settled: 130 (36%)
Cases withdrawn 9  (2.5%)

January 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003
Total cases submitted: 22
Cases pending: 5
Cases completed: 17
Cases settled: 8 (36%)
Cases not settled: 6 (27%)
Cases withdrawn 3 (14%)

Appellate Settlement Conference Program - Annual Report

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rulesamd.htm

� Order Amending Small Claims Forms,
effective 01-21-04:
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/scord104.htm 

� Order Amending local rules of 
Second Judicial District + Appendix A:
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/2distord.htm 

� Order Amending I.B.C.R. Rules 204A, 
207, effective immediately:
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/isb204a.htm 

New Orders &

Rule Changes

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rulesamd.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/scord104.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/2distord.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/isb204a.htm


Lists of  House & Senate JFAC 

Committee Members & Judiciary Committees 

HOUSE

SENATE

Committee
Appropriations
Daily (AM)
Room 328
Sec: Pat Hiller
334-4736

Republicans
Maxine Bell, Chair 
Frances Field, Vice Chair
Wayne Meyer, Lee Gagner, Darrell Bolz
George Eskridge, R.J. “Dick” Harwood
Scott Bedke

Democrats
Ken Robison
Mike Mitchell

Committee
Judiciary, Rules & Administration
Odd days (PM)
Room 404
Sec: Betty Baker
332-1127

Republicans
Debbie Field, Chair 
Jim Clark, Vice Chair
Bill Sali, Julie Ellsworth, Leon Smith
Tim Ridinger, R.J. “Dick” Harwood
Clete Edmundson, Henry Kulczyk 
Peter Nielsen, Mack Shirley, Richard Wills
Bob Ring

Democrats
Donna Boe
Anne Pasley-Stuart
Allen Andersen

Committee
Finance
Daily (8 AM)
Room 328
Sec: Lisa Lalliss-Skogsberg
334-4735

Republicans
Dean Cameron, Chair 
Don Burtenshaw, Vice Chair
Mel Richardson, Shawn Keough
Patti Anne Lodge, Brent Hill, Monty Pearce
Curt McKenzie

Democrats
Bert Marley
Marti Calabretta

Committee
Judiciary & Rules 
MWF (1:30 PM)
Room 437
Sec: Marianne Hansen
332-1317

Republicans
Denton Darrington, Chair 
Patti Anne Lodge, Vice Chair
Sheila Sorensen, Mel Richardson, 
Hal Bunderson, Bart Davis, Gerry Sweet

Democrats
Bert Marley
Mike Burkett

House Leadership
Speaker.................Bruce Newcomb

Maj. Leader............Lawerence Denney
Asst. Maj Ldr................Mike Moyle

Maj. Caucus...........Julie Ellsworth
Min. Leader............Wendy Jaquet
Asst. Min Ldr...............Donna Boe
Min. Caucus.............Margaret Henbest

Senate Leadership
Lt. Gov...................James Risch
Pres. Pro Tem...........Robert Geddes
Maj. Leader............Bart Davis
Asst. Maj Ldr................Joe Stegner

Maj. Caucus...........Brad Little
Min. Leader............Clint Stennett
Asst. Min Ldr..........Mike Burkett
Min. Caucus.............Edgar Malepeai
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Idaho Drug Court Annual Report 
Each year the Idaho Drug Court Act mandates the Supreme Court
report on the effectiveness of drug courts to the Legislature and
Governor.  The 2003 Annual Report details the accomplishments of
drug court efforts in Idaho during the past year.  Of particular interest
is the report of the first phase of the Statewide Drug Court Evaluation,
which measured the success of drug court participants from Ada and
Kootenai Counties.  In addition, the annual report identifies 
recommendations to strengthen drug courts based on the second part
of the statewide evaluation, an analysis of operations of all the drug
courts in Idaho. The Annual Report also reports basic statistics of drug
court performance, identifies the current drug court judges and
Statewide Coordinating Committee membership, and provides a map
locating all drug courts and showing what kinds of cases they handle.
Highlights of the work of drug court planning groups are included
along with an identification of work
planned in the coming year.

Idaho’s 1st “Drug Court
Christmas Tree”
Shane Bahr, Drug Court Coordinator,
7th District, submitted these picturesof
the Tri-County Probation/Madison Co.
Drug Court Christmas Tree – Idaho’s 1st
Drug Court Christmas tree. Probation
officer Joe England is the proud decorator
of the tree. Some may feel we have a
warped sense of humor, but when this is
what we do day in and day out, the urine
cups and BAC tubes appear to be right in
place. Missing from the picture are "green
cards" (A.A. Cards) that were initially
placed on the tree by our drug court
participants.The cards did not last 
long on the tree as they 
are popular items. 

Drug Court Institute and Idaho Conference on
Alcohol and Drug Dependency Set for May 2004
Drug Court Teams from around Idaho will once again join
alcohol and drug treatment and other criminal justice 

professionals to jointly conduct the Idaho Drug Court Institute 
and the Idaho Conference on Alcohol andDrug
Dependency, May 17 -20, 2004 at Boise State
University. The Drug Court Institute will be May
17 and 18 with intensive training for new drug
court team members following on May 19 and
20. The Statewide Coordinating Committee will
meet on May 19th. Major speakers include
Hon. Patrick Morris, drug court judge from San
Bernardino, California and former President of the National
Association of Drug Court Professionals, Douglas Marlowe, J.D., Ph.D.
a nationally recognized researcher in addictions, criminal justice, and
behavior modification, Lisa Najavits, Ph.D., of Harvard, who has

recently developed a research-based treatment
approach for victims of trauma including domestic
violence and sexual abuse, and Kevin Knight, Ph.D.,
from Texas Christian University's Institute for Behavioral
Research, also a major researcher in the area of
addiction treatment of offenders. Workshops will focus
on a wide variety of treatment issues including adoles-
cent treatment and family engagement, advanced skills
in delivering Moral Reconation Therapy, and 
psychopharmacology. For further information contact
Norma Jaeger, Statewide Drug Court Coordinator, 
208-947-7406.



Successful District Judges
Seminar Concluded
Thirty-five District Judges participated in the
Annual District Judges Seminar which began
Tuesday, January 20 and concluded on
Friday, January 23, 2004. The evaluations
from those attending attest to a productive
and successful educational experience. In
addition to regular updates from the
Department of Corrections and also the Parole
Commission, the Idaho Judicial Council and
presenters on criminal and civil case develop-
ments, highlights of the event included a very
well received presentation by Judge O. H.
Keaton from Florida on “Unique Death
Penalty Issues – Jury Selection, Management
and Penalty Phase”.

Of this special session judges commented:
“Extremely helpful, very comprehensive,
excellent materials”, and “Excellent, we
needed more time” (although it was a 
three hour session)!

Another popular session was that made by
Federal Bankruptcy Judges Jim Pappas and
Terry Myers, along with prominent bankruptcy 

practitioners Joe Meier and Ford Elsaesser on “Bankruptcy Issues 
for State Judges”. Some of the comments heard were; “Probably one
of the one of the most informative and valuable sessions . . . “, 
and “I will read the written materials – they are invaluable.”

The Seminar concluded with the judges joining in the quarterly 4th
District Bench and Bar Luncheon.

Overall the expanded format was well accepted. “One of the best
educational experiences we have had in recent years.”

Many valuable recommendations for future programs were also
received. A special thanks is extended to the judges who 
participated as faculty as well as participants.

Clerks/Judges Conference Held
On February 2nd, the Elected Clerks, Administrative District Judges
and Trial Court Administrators met with the Supreme Court Justices
and staff to learn about recent accomplishments by court committees
and discuss future court goals.  District Roundtable discussions
provided an opportunity for the Elected Clerks to meet with the
Administrative District Judges and Trial Court Administrators to
identify emerging issues and discuss any concerns in their district.  

A jury panel updated the group on the work and recommendations 
of the Jury Committee, proposed jury legislation and advancements in
jury software.  In addition, the participants enjoyed a demonstration
of New ISTARS and received training on effective meeting manage-
ment.   The meeting concluded with an open discussion session to
allow participants to share practices and experiences related to such
areas as emergency closure procedures, holiday closure practices and
court recording systems.  The group is scheduled to meet again on
Monday, February 7, 2005.

Court Reporters Attend Training Seminar
Friday, January 23, 2004, was an outstanding educational 
opportunity as the Idaho Supreme Court sponsored a Training
Seminar for Court Reporters. Susan Gambee, President of the 
Court Reporters Association, and the Court’s Judicial Education
Committee invited Gary L. Sonntag and Melanie Sonntag from
Chicago, Illinois, to be the guest presenters. The format, which 
was lively and very interactive, was well received by over 30 court
reporters who attended.  Evaluations from the Seminar include
comments such as: “This was the most informative, most fun 
seminar I’ve attended in my 17+ years of court reporting.”
“Great seminar – wonderful presenters!”

The Sonntags have given seminars nationally on a regular basis 
and cover such topics as ethics, the future of court reporting, speed
building, beginning, intermediate & advanced methodologies, and
developing & remembering briefs on the fly. We were fortunate to
have had them in Idaho.

JUDICIAL EDUCATION
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Runaway Court – New Tool for Status Offenders
It was born as the brain child of a retreat attended by the Girls Unit of
the Ada County Juvenile Probation Department about a year and a
half ago.  The probation officers were struggling to develop a program
which worked for female offenders, most of which were in the juvenile
probation system for repeated status offences such as runaway or
beyond control.  These girls frequently suffered from a combination of
issues and risk factors, such as a recognizable mental health diagnosis,
a challenging or dysfunctional home environment, at-risk sexual
behavior, drug and alcohol abuse, and poor self esteem.  Often they
were the victims of sexual or psychological abuse which had never
been adequately addressed in the past.  They proved extremely
resistant to traditional programming, in large part because they ran
away before counseling, classes, or groups could be initiated.  And the
typical residential placement options available to the court - state
placement - could not be used for these young ladies because their
criminal record (as opposed to status offense record) did not justify
such placement.  

The probation officers thought that maybe regular and frequent 
court appearances, the group dynamic of a drug-court format, and
immediate rewards and punishments might make a difference to the
young ladies with the profile listed above.  Those principles are still at
the heart of the court process, though it has been refined and codified
since its inception.  Thirty nine young ladies have been admitted to 
the program over its eighteen months of existence.  Sixteen have 
successfully graduated, while five were placed in alternative pro-
gramming before completing.  Eight girls were removed from the
program unsuccessfully, and ten are still in progress.  Thus the 
completion rate is 16 of 29 or 55%. 

About nine months after Runaway Court was started, a similar court
for boys called RBC court (Redirecting Behavior Court) was started 
and has graduated three boys successfully.  Both courts meet weekly 
on Friday afternoons at the Juvenile Court center.

These courts are not voluntary, but are ordered as a condition for
probation for attendees.  Parents and the juvenile sign a short
statement at their first appearance, indicating acknowledgement of 
the framework of the court.  The guidelines for admission into this 
court are a history of criminal or status offense activity, and there must
be some “discretionary days” of detention available to the court to use
for accountability,  (These are detention days suspended which can be
immediately imposed through an affidavit of a probation violation and
a court order.)

Prior to the week’s court session, the judge meets with the facilitating
probation officers who have received reports as to the juvenile’s 
performance each period of time that is being considered.  Then the
young people come into court as a group with a parent or guardian.
In a sort of modified “drug court” procedure, they are called forward
one at a time to examine their progress.  If they have done well in
school, home, treatment, mental health, employment, or whatever their
weekly goals were, they receive a clap, encouragement, and a reward
(candy or some other small item).  If they have done poorly, there are
a wide variety of measures, including community service, work details,
essays, grounding, or detention which are immediately imposed.  A
four to five week period doing well puts them in Phase II, where they
come to court every two weeks.  Phase III
involves two court appearances, every
three weeks, and then graduation if their
performance continues to be positive.  The
entire process for boys and girls can be
completed successfully in three to four
months, but usually takes somewhat longer
if there are lapses or slips.

Graduation can be a moving experience, as there are often extended
family members present, tears are shed, and the graduate may have
some very powerful things to say about what they have learned.  We
have been very fortunate in receiving many wonderful gifts of flowers
from area merchants such as Albertsons, WINCO, COSTCO, 
Wal-Mart and Fred Meyer, and pizza coupons for the boys from 
Pizza Hut, Idaho Pizza Company and Round Table.  We were thrilled
to receive a $2,500 grant from Fred Meyer to use for rewards and
incentives for the entire year next year.  Other than the incentives
provided, these specialty courts have used no taxes or increased public
expenditures of any kind.

Since it has been in existence for such a short period of time, there 
are no long range recidivism studies that can be done.  But the first 
examination of recidivism for girls that graduated at least six months
ago showed an astounding reduction in new charges filed of over
400%!  On the other hand, the girls that were removed unsuccessfully
actually had increased recidivism, so an immediate challenge for these
two courts is to improve the completion rates of the young people in
the program.  The court would like to thank all of the probation
officers, parents, court clerks, merchants, and other interested parties
who have helped thus far to make this newest and exciting court
venture possible.

Judge Charles L. Hay
Ada County Juvenile Court Judge
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News From Court Services



FSA Plan has been Modified
The FSA plan has been modified to accommodate a change 
in IRS regulations allowing employees to use their FSA medical 
reimbursement account dollars to pay for Over the Counter (OTC)
medications.  A “Benefits Focus” newsletter detailing the 
change can be accessed at 
http://www2.state.id.us/adm/insurance/grp/
fsachange-dec03.pdf. 

Court Approves New Mileage Rate, 
effective January 1, 2004
The Court approved the 
recommended mileage increase
from 36 cents to 37.5 cents per
mile, consistent with the rest of 
state government.   The increase 
is effective January 1, 2004, and
does not apply to travel which occurred prior to January 1, 2004. 
For copies of the revised expense forms, contact
Court Services  208-334-2248.  
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Robert C. Naftz Appointed New 
Sixth District Magistrate 
Robert C. Naftz was recently appointed by the Sixth Judicial
Magistrate Commission to replace Judge Dan C. McDougall in
Bannock County, effective February 2, 2003.  Naftz, received his 
B.A. in 1986 from Colorado State University and his J.D. in 1990 
from the University of Idaho Law School.

New Contact Information for Sharon Burke
Sharon Burke has moved her office to the Supreme Court Building 
and is now serving as the Juvenile Court Coordinator and County
Liaison.  Please make note of her new phone number 208-947-7409
and email:  sburke@idcourts.net.  Welcome, Sharon!

Ada County Announces New CAO
Please welcome Trina Green as the new Ada County Court 
Assistance Office (CAO) assistant.  Trina will be working 
with Jane Newby at the Ada County Courthouse.  
Please call 208-287-6963 with any questions.

Judge May Sets Retirement
Fifth District Judge James May, a 17- year veteran of the Idaho bench,
has announced his retirement effective in May. “I have mixed emotions.
I have enjoyed it,” Judge May said in a recent interview.  “It has been
a very satisfactory experience.”  

The Judge said he has not “crossed the bridge on deciding just what 
I am going to do,” but suggested that spending a good deal more 
time with children, grandchildren and great grandchildren would 
have a very high priority. 

Judge May said the greatest change he has seen in his time on the
bench has been that “the volume of business before the courts has
increased dramatically. Not just with me, but with every judge that 
is a trend of the times.”

The Judge noted that the number of inmates in the state correctional
system has increased dramatically in the last twenty years, and that the
number of attorneys has increased just as dramatically.

A University of Idaho Law School graduate, Judge May said the
courts are more and more being called upon to solve the most difficult
of society’s problems, including an increase in drug and alcohol abuse,
which he said seems to be at the heart of many criminal cases.  The
Judge said efforts must continue to provide alternatives, particularly
treatment, for individuals with substance abuse problems.

Judge May said he is considering applying for senior status 
assignments because he has enjoyed the public services aspects 
of his career on the bench.  “I have really enjoyed that aspect of 
being a judge,” he said.

The Idaho Judicial Council will accept applications for the Fifth District
vacancy, with interviews with finalists scheduled in the late spring.

The notice of vacancy has been distributed and interviews are
scheduled for sometime in late March or April, 2004.

A round-up of judicial personnel making news across Idaho

http://www2.state.id.us/adm/insurance/grp/fsachange-dec03.pdf


Idaho Fiscal Facts Available Online
A publication compiled by the Budget and Policy Analysis office 
of Idaho’s Legislative Services, entitled “Idaho Fiscal Facts – A 
Legislator’s Handbook of Facts, Figures and Trends” is online at: 
http://www.jfac.state.id.us/Publications/PDFs/FiscalFacts/
FY2004/FFFrame.htm

� Idaho Supreme Court: http://www.isc.idaho.gov
� Idaho State Law Library: http://www.isll.idaho.gov
� Idaho State Bar: http://www2.state.id.us/isb
� Court Assistance Offices: http://www2.state.id.us/cao
� Idaho Law Foundation 2001 – 2002 Annual Report Online:

http://www2.state.id.us/isb/gen/ilf_info.htm#AnnRpt
� National Center for State Courts:

http://www.ncsconline.org
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Important

Websites

Court’s Website Additions / Updates
� The Court’s Internet Media Guide was recently expanded at the request of the Media/Courts Committee, 

including the availability of a Blue Ribbon Conflict Resolution Panel in the event of a significant conflict.  
Check it out at: http://www.isc.idaho.gov/media03.htm

� The statewide “Jury Video” has been added to the Court’s website as a convenience and resource, 
under “Idaho Jury System” … see “Service - Video” 

Governor's 5th Annual Roundtable for Families and Children
� Scheduled for March 9-10 in Boise.  For more information and registration forms, go to: 

http://www2.state.id.us/gcc/roundtable5.htm

Jury Instructions Available
� The recommended Death Penalty Criminal Jury Instructions are available at: http://www.isc.idaho.gov/juryinst_cr_cov.htm

Complete sets were distributed at the District Judges Seminar, and are available on the 
Judges Benchguide and CaseMaker.

� As a reminder, the Civil Jury Instructions are available at: http://www.isc.idaho.gov/juryinst_cov.htm 

Odds & Ends

http://www.jfac.state.id.us/Publications/PDFs/FiscalFacts/FY2004/FFFrame.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov
http://www.isll.idaho.gov
http://www2.state.id.us/isb
http://www2.state.id.us/cao
http://www2.state.id.us/isb/gen/ilf_info.htm#AnnRpt
http://www.ncsconline.org
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/media03.htm
http://www2.state.id.us/gcc/roundtable5.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/juryinst_cr_cov.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/juryinst_cov.htm
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Note: For the most up-to-date Judicial Calendar,
check the Judiciary’s homepage at

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/calendar.htm

JUDICIAL/ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS
is published by the Idaho Supreme Court.

Chief Justice Linda Copple Trout

Justice Gerald F. Schroeder 

Justice Wayne L. Kidwell

Justice Daniel T. Eismann

Justice Roger S. Burdick

We are very interested in your news and information. If you
have or are aware of items that should be featured in a future
edition of Judicial/Administrative News please let us know! 

News items may be submitted for publication to Patricia Tobias:

451 West State St. 
Boise, ID 83702 

Phone: 208-334-2246
FAX: 208-947-7590

E-mail: ptobias@isc.state.id.us

Thanks!

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/calendar.htm
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